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We will start the term by looking at the story ‘The Great Kapok Tree’ by Lynne Cherry, linking the topic of Rainforests. The story is full of beautiful illustrations and descriptions that will allow our imaginations to wander into the vast wilderness of the rainforest. Recapping what we have already learnt this year, we will write: descriptions of the creatures that may appear in the book; persuasive arguments about protecting the rainforest; and diary entries about visiting the Great Kapok Tree. Our aim is to improve our writing further by evaluating our writing and looking for areas to improve, using features such as fronted adverbials, prepositions and direct speech.
SCIENCE

This term, we are investigating animals including humans. Throughout the course of this topic, we will discover many interesting things about ourselves, as well as other animals, and what we need to survive. We will also be exploring how our bodies are similar and different to other creatures, with a focus on skeletal and muscular makeup. During the course of this unit of work, we will be working scientifically, carrying out investigations and evaluating our findings together.

PE
We will do PE twice a week – On Monday with specialist sports teacher Mr Dowson and Friday with NUFC.  We will continue to do Makaton Movement lessons with Anna on a Wednesday.






	Spring Term 1 - YEAR THREE
Rainforests and Railways
MATHEMATICS
During this first term of the new year, we will be recapping multiplication and division in detail. We will spend time practicing both column multiplication and division, with and without exchange, as well as keep focus on our times tables. Varied fluency will be a key tool in helping us to develop our mathematical knowledge and language; being able to use concrete resources (physical representations), pictorial representations (visual representations) and abstract methods (in our heads) to solve different problems.
        
RE/PSHE
We will begin 2022 in PSHE by talking about friendships and ‘what makes a good friend.’ We will discuss scenarios in problem solving issues that may occur in a friendship circle. 
In RE we will be studying practises and cultures linked to the Sikh faith. 
    

HISTORY
We will be travelling back in time to learn the very first railways and trains that were invented right here in the North East!  We will then look at the history of other modes of transport.
ICT
This term we will be learning how to create a variety of animations using a range of different programmes on the computer.  We will even add sound to these.
GEOGRAPHY
In Geography, we will be exploring the rainforests of the globe: where they are located; their topography and climate; and the importance of protecting them. We will be linking this topic into both our Literacy to help create a deeper understanding across both of these three areas.

    
DT / ART

We will take inspiration from the artist Henri Rousseau.  We will look at his life and closely study some of his paintings.  We will then recreate our very own ‘Rainforest’ painting, in the style of Rousseau.  In DT we will try to make our own model railway and trains. 
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